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fellowship he had won*....I should like very well to go to the B. Assn. meeting for a part of the time at any rate, and help to support our friend [Dr Johnstone] Stoney in Sec. A....
I confess to a strong feeling of satisfaction that my last visit to Oakfield House has not been without its fruit, when it has so completely revolutionized the mind of Dr Thomson on the subject of V— 1, that whereas on that occasion his attitude towards the ' imaginaries' was one of such derisive scepticism as to express doubt about the well recognised truth of two circles meeting in two imaginary points at infinity, now on the other hand he affectionately adopts these imaginaries and they are henceforth to be no longer ostracised but lovingly included in that great family who are to rejoice in the name of numerics! See Note to Thomson and Tait, new edition p. 389. 'Quod facit per alium facit per se.5
Fred is rejoicing in the change of his ' r61e' from an examinee to an examiner, and has been busy the last few days examining in the omne scibile as comes natural to a junior fellow."
"May 13, 1886. Professor Thomson devoting himself to the serious study of Hegelianism is a phenomenon!"
The following extracts from letters from Mrs Thomson to her daughter, Bessie, describe two cruises taken during the .summer of 1880, the first in the Lalla RooJch, the second with
Dr Youngf in the Nyanza.
"Saturday, 3 July 1880.    OBAJT.
Went ashore after kettledrum^ to post letters, then had a beautiful drive to Dunstaffnage and on up Loch Etive, past Connel Ferry where the Falls of Lora or Connel are seen when the tide is ebbing. This current (or rapids) is caused by the narrow exit to which the great extent of Loch Etive is confined, and the large quantity of fresh water accumulated in it during the flood tide, and partly due to a reef of rocks. It was blowing quite a gale from the N.E., so we were glad to be at anchor in Oban bay. There was a faint red gleam at sunset; it was cold but we had tea on deck and turned in at 10.45.
* In 1879 Frederick Purser, afterwards Professor of Natural Philosophy in Trinity College, was elected a Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin. He had won a fellowship there seven years before, but at that time the religious tests enforced at Trinity College formed a barrier to his making the necessary declaration on accepting it, because he was a Moravian. Seeing that the doctrines of the Moravian community differed but little from those of the Church of Ireland, some of his friends had tried to persuade him to accept the tests; but he felt that such a course would not be right and Thomson sympathised in his scruples.
t Dr Young of Kelly, the friend of David Livingstone, introduced the manufacture of paraffin oil from shale in Scotland. Dr Angus Smith of Manchester and the Eev. Dr Robertson of Irvine were also of the party.
± Afternoon tea.